
Meeting of the TRB Committee on Transportation History (ABG50) 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019, 1:30 - 5:30 pm 

Final Minutes 

 

Attending: Asha W. Agrawal (chair), Zach Barlow, Susan Binder, Jason Bittner, E. Dean Carlson, Steve 

Colman, Bob Cullen, Thomas B. Deen, John Elias, Jonathan English, Bradley Flamm, John Fuller, 

Makawand Gawade, Jonathan Gifford, Jane Gould, Kris Hoellen, Robert Jackson, Mohammad Jalayer, 

Gloria Jeff, Bob Kirk, Hope Luhman, David Mangold, Christopher Marston, Martine Micozzi, Ann Miller, 

Bob Noland, Jonathan Peters, Sarah Jo  Peterson, Alan Pisarski, Claire Randall, Donald A. Ritchie, Daniel 

Rust, Rolf Schmitt, Bob Skinner, Ruth Steiner, Amiy Varma, Martin Wachs, Euen O. White, and Jon 

Williams (39 total) 

1. Announcements from TRB staff member Claire Randall 

Annual Meeting: New location for posters; renamed “Chairman’s Luncheon” to “Chair’s Luncheon”; 

about 13,700 Annual Meeting registrations (not all will attend, due to the US government 

shutdown and snow storm) 

Sage as new publisher of TRR: Hope to raise the journal’s profile, will publish faster, will track “alt-

citations” as well as traditional academic citations 

2. Announcements from Section Leader Jason Bittner 

The committees in our section all play a special role, providing support to all other committees. 

History Committee should consider self-nominating next year for a Blue-Ribbon Committee award. 

(Hope Luhman will lead this effort.) 

3. Annual Meeting 2019 activities 

Workshop: Fifty Years of the National Environmental Policy Act: Where Have We Been, Where 

Are We Going?” 

Session: A Tribute to the Life and Work of Louis Gambaccini 

(Note: A planned display for the exhibit hall was not presented because the U.S. Government 

shutdown prohibited committee member Roger White and his colleague Peter Liebhold 

from finalizing the display and also from attending the Annual Meeting. The planned 

display, “Building the Transcontinental Railroad, was to have been located in the Federal 

Railroad Administration booth. 

4. Moving History 2018 (Zach Barlow) 

 Activity: 74 posts (up 24 f/2017), 3,229 page views (up 337 f/2017), 1,895 visits 
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 Followers: 124 via Facebook, 57 via emails sent by WordPress, 44 as WordPress members 
(only 7 new followers in 2018) 
 

 How to help: Asha challenged members and friends to each recruit two new followers and 
post at least one item to the blog by the end of April 

 
5. Update on the committee’s oral history project 

Jon Williams presented a report he produced with support from the Oral History subcommittee: 

Transportation Oral History: State of the Practice and a Path Forward. Members voted unanimously 

to request that TRB publish the report as an e-circular. (Asha to find out from TRB staff how to do 

this.) 

 

The committee discussed the need to find ways to publicize the report, such as by writing a TR 

News article. 

 

Bob Skinner described the need to identify $50,000 in funding to pay for next steps in the oral 

history project: producing a guidebook for how to do transportation oral histories, finalizing 

arrangements with a library to add them to its collection, and conducting and transcribing an initial 

set of interviews. With this set of tasks complete, it should be possible to encourage various 

organizations to conduct oral histories with their own staff, board members, etc. 

 

To date, and despite considerable searching, no source of funding has been identified. Bob, Alan 

Pisarski, and Asha have requested TRB funding through the centennial program, but staff have said 

they support the concept but are unlikely to be able to fund it.  

 

Members discussed other funding options, including possibly through a foundation such as Eno or 

The Transit Center. Asha proposed creating a project for one or more university faculty to have a 

class of students conduct a set of oral histories (little or no cost). Suggestion to look for funding 

from AASHTO’s new Committee on Knowledge Management (20-123 program), which is led by Leni 

Oman. 

 

In future, may want to connect with Baylor University’s Institute for Oral History. They have done a 

number of interviews that include discussions about transportation. 

 

6. Congratulations to Tom Deen, who is newly appointed as an Emeritus Member of the History 

Committee. 

7. Presentation: “Recording the Past for the Future: Oral History in the Federal Government” 

Donald A. Ritchie, historian emeritus - U.S. Senate: 

Long before the establishment of the first oral history archive at Columbia University in 1948, 

representatives of the federal government conducted interviews with Native Americans, former 

slaves, and combat troops, among many others. The government’s collection of interviews 
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expanded exponentially with the development of portable recorders and the creation of official 

historical offices within many agencies.  Oral history has become such a widely used tool within the 

government that it is appropriate to ask what kind of a record these interviews will leave for future 

researchers, and what will distinguish them from other government records. Donald A. Ritchie will 

review the scope of federal oral history, drawing on his experiences in conducting interviews at the 

Senate Historical Office 

Note: This presentation was audio-recorded. 

 

8. TRB centennial activities (http://www.trb.org/Centennial/Celebration.aspx) 

 Ideas for additional ways to get TRB committees involved in the centennial: timeline of 

significant activities; photo essay of committee history; poster session of centennial papers. 

 Member/friends: please considering donating to the “Century Club” (donate through 

myTRB.org) 

 

Discussion of whether committee members/friends wish to honor someone with these 

donations. Two names proposed: Tom Deen and Frank Francois. 

 History Committee’s “Centennial Paper”: 

 

Alan Pisarski has written a draft and asked for help. Marty Wachs and Jonathan Gifford will 

help. Asha suggested that the draft might be expanded to include a timeline of events.  

Guidelines: http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/dva/chair/centennialpapersguidelines.pdf 

 Sarah Jo Peterson gave an update on the progress of her book, TRB at 100. It will be 

published and distributed at the 2020 annual meeting.  

 

Sarah Jo encourages committee members to encourage TRB volunteers to dig into the TRB 

library; she has made amazing discoveries in her work there. These resources have not been 

deeply mined by historians for history of TRB or for transportation history more generally.   

Hameed, Marty, Rob Kirk, and Brad Flamm will form a subcommittee to think about helping 

TRB to preserve (and mine) its history. 

Discussion of the need for TRB to plan for promoting the book. Asha/Bob/Alan will mention 

this to the Centennial Planning Committee. 

 Contact other organizations about the centennial, including the Society for the History of 

Travel, Transport, and Mobility (T2M) and Society of the History of Technology (SHOT) 

9. Presentation “‘Right to Coles Ferry . . .’ : Resurrecting an Early 19th Century ‘Sign Rock’ from Halifax 

County, Virginia” 

 

Ann L. Miller, Virginia Transportation Research Council: 

http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/dva/chair/centennialpapersguidelines.pdf
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A Virginia law of 1738 required all crossroads to be marked by posts of direction.   Studies 

undertaken by the Virginia Transportation Research Council (VTRC, the research division of the 

Virginia Department of Transportation) have identified some 3 dozen “sign rocks” [i.e. with 

inscriptions] and milestones [i.e. with mileage numbers] surviving in Virginia, dating from the late 

18th to the early 20th centuries (after which modern road signs came into use). The subject of this 

presentation is a ca. 1820 “sign rock” from Halifax County in southern Virginia.  The stone, broken 

into a number of pieces by a vehicle impact in the mid-20th century, remained at its original 

location, but with the majority of the stone sections buried and its inscription illegible.  A recent 

project to slightly realign the adjoining hazardous curve on the road was the opportunity to 

perform archaeological excavations at the site, retrieve and analyze the stone sections, and provide 

for stabilization of the stone. This presentation will give an overview of this in-progress project, 

including historical background of the stone and road; retrieval and initial lab work; identification of 

the various sections; initial attempts to decipher the (badly worn) inscription via rubbings and 

raking lights; and the current process and results of 3-D scanning. 

 

10. Planning for the 2020 annual meeting 

 Ask Claire if she can get us early access to the Centennial Papers, so we can look for 

opportunities to help share that material, connections between what committees are doing, 

etc. 

 Around May, Asha will ask David Ballard to ask all Group Chairs to find out what their 

committees are doing related to the Centennial, and share this with the History Committee. 

 Session ideas: 

o Roll out of the TRB at 100 book, including lessons learned from writing it 

o Bring a big-name historian to TRB to give a lecture (similar to having David McCullough 

at the 75th Annual Meeting) 

o History of transportation revenue/finance/pricing.  Will organize a call for papers, 

collaborating with the Committee on Revenue & Finance and the Committee on 

Congestion Pricing. Marty Wachs, David Ballard, and Asha will work on this. 

o History of NEPA in transportation. Ruth, Daniel Rust, and Brad Flamm will work on a 

CFP. 

o Show the “TRB at 50” movie (30 minutes) and bring in panelists to discuss its connection 

to our transportation future. Perhaps one speaker on civil rights and one speaker on 

technology. The movie can be found archived at FloridaMemory.org. 

o Panel of former TRB executives 

o History of maintenance (include Lee Vinsel as a speaker) 
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o History of TRB “critical issues” (Alan P. as lead) 

o History of Transportation and Civil Rights (Gloria Jeff as lead) 

o Transportation institutions (Marty and Emil Frankel as leads) 

o Transportation Act of 1920, on railroads (John Fuller, Alan P., and David Mangold) 

o History of the Future (held a popular session on this a while back) 

o How to archive personal papers. Rolf and Ann Miller will work on updating the old TR 

News article he wrote about this.  

11. How can our committee address the priorities in the new TRB Critical Issues in Transportation 

document (http://www.trb.org/Main/Blurbs/178402.aspx)?  

 

When organizing sessions and CFPs, link these to the appropriate critical issues. 

 

12. Committee friend Robert Jackson asked for ideas for the third book he will write on the history of 

transportation infrastructure. He has already written one book on a bridge and another on a 

tunnel. For the third book, wants something different. 

  

http://www.trb.org/Main/Blurbs/178402.aspx
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Current Committee Officers and Subcommittee Members 

 

Officers in TRB-mandated positions 

 Chair: Asha W. Agrawal 

 Committee Communications Coordinator: Zach Barlow 

 Research Coordinator: Pierre Barrieau 

 Secretary: Vacant (please volunteer) 

 

Others leading a key initiative: 

 Moving History editors: Zach Barlow and Pierre Barrieau 

 ABG committee website manager: Zach Barlow 

 

Working groups (informal “subcommittees”) 

 Annual Meeting Paper Review: Pierre Barrieau (chair), Asha W. Agrawal, Brad 

Flamm, and Jeff Brown 

 Membership: Bob Skinner (chair), Julia Hildebrand, Daniel Rust, and Asha W. 

Agrawal 

 Triennial Strategic Plan: David Ballard (chair), Pierre Barrieau, and Jean-Pierre 

Medeville 

 Oral Histories: Jon Williams (chair), Marty Wachs, Tom Deen, et al 

 Preserving TRB History: Hameed Barma, Rob Kirk, Brad Flamm, and Martin Wachs 

 Annual Meeting Social Media: Pierre Barrieau, Ruth Steiner, Julia Hildebrand, Jean-

Pierre Medeville, and Daniel Rust 

 Eisenhower Memorial Commission Support: Alan Pisarski, Emil Frankel, and Jim 

Mitchell 

(If you spot errors or omissions in this list, please contact committee chair Asha W. Agrawal) 

________________________________ 

Committee website: https://transporthistory.wordpress.com/trb-history-committee/ 

 

(Meeting minutes prepared by Asha W. Agrawal) 

https://transporthistory.wordpress.com/trb-history-committee/

