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Committee Future Outlook Statement 

Committee Scope  
 

The Transportation History Committee will promote awareness and consideration of 
history in transportation research, education, technology, policy and practice. It will 
contribute historical perspective to current transportation issues. The Committee will 
bring important new research on transportation history to the attention of the Research 
and Education Section and TRB members. The Committee will also provide TRB with 
expertise in the field of history, and assist in the identification and preservation of 
important historical materials. It will provide the transportation community with a forum 
for historians interested in transportation history and transportation professionals 
interested in history, curators of transportation museums, and professional state and 
national government archivists and historians. The Committee will identify challenges to 
and opportunities for advancing the contribution of transportation history. 
 

Primary Factors Influencing the Transportation Community within the 
Committee’s Scope over the Short and Long Term 
 

Transportation history encompasses the study of past events that have affected the 

movement of people and goods, broadly construed. Among the primary factors influencing 

the transportation community within the scope of the Transportation History Committee in 

the next three years are:  

1. Continuing revenue shortfalls affecting traditional funding sources such as the 
Highway Trust Fund and the Airport and Airway Trust Fund – because these have 
precedents in transportation history and are reflective of policy decisions made 
over many decades, understanding the past can enhance the value of new policy 
initiatives; 
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2. Pressures affecting traditional roles and responsibilities of federal, state, local and 

private institutions in delivering transportation facilities and services, all of which 
are best understood in their historical contexts;  
 

3. Changing demographic composition of the population that poses new challenges for 
designing, building, and managing an aging transportation infrastructure potentially 
resulting in a departure from the historic spatial development pattern;  
 

4. A changing international setting for passenger and goods movement in which the 
role of the United States must increasingly be considered in light of rapid economic 
and social development in some regions and changes in traditional relationships in 
other regions;  
 

5. Technological advances which have the potential to change relationships between 
individuals and transportation services, creating new opportunities for the planning, 

design, finance, management, and safety of transportation systems. 

 

6. Increasing emphasis in transportation policy on the environmental impacts of 

transportation projects and programs including air quality, water quality, noise, and 

damage to animal and plant species.  Increasingly, environmental impacts will focus on 

greenhouse gases, global warming, and sustainability.   

Over the longer term (four to seven years), transportation history will continue to shape 

and be shaped by broader forces affecting the national and global economy, including 

international goods movement and economic development and increased motorization and 

its resulting impacts on safety, air quality, and environmental and economic sustainability. 

Committee Plan 
 

1. Membership. During the past triennium, the committee filled its vacant 
membership positions and has established a growing list of “friends” that include 
some people who wish to become full, participating committee members.  The 
committee should at its annual meetings discuss committee membership and 
succession, and perhaps should establish a small subcommittee on membership to 
consider criteria for membership, plans for succession in membership and 
committee leadership, roles and communication with friends, and related matters.   
 

2. Oral history. A longstanding priority of the committee has been to encourage the 
creation of oral histories of key transportation leaders. To date, however, it has met 
with limited success. The committee will continue to press this issue with potential 
sponsors, including TRB and AASHTO, as well as existing oral history activities at 
universities.  The Committee will this year propose an NCHRP Synthesis project on 
oral history and will request of TRB staff that facilities be made available during the 
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2016 Annual Meeting to enable oral history interviews to take place during the 
meeting. 
 

3. Committee members, with the support of the larger membership of the committee, 
have published TR News articles on the 50th anniversary of the 1962 surface 
transportation planning regulations, on the history of the TRB annual meetings, and 
on the evolution of TRB’s series of documents delineating Critical Issues in 
transportation.  The committee will discuss additional opportunities to bring 
transportation history and history of the Transportation Research Board itself to the 
attention of the larger TRB membership through additional articles and other forms 
of information dissemination. 
 

4. The committee has sponsored and co-sponsored programs for the Annual Meetings 
commemorating important anniversaries of historical events in transportation.  
Examples from recent annual meetings include commemorations of the centennial 
of the Lincoln Highway, the Panama Canal and AASHTO, and the 50th anniversary of 
the Planning Regulations included in federal law related to Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations.  The Committee will continue to mark important anniversaries, and 
with the move of the Annual Meeting to the Convention Center, we will actively 
encourage the inclusion of historical exhibitions at future Annual Meetings.  
 

5. The Committee has over the past triennium worked on the development of a 
transportation history blog, Moving History, which it is in the process of graduating 
from a guarded limited-circulation test mode to full public access and broad 
circulation.  During the next triennium we should continue to refine and expand our 
communications building upon this initiative.  In addition, we must refine the 
Committee webpage and continuing support of the Google discussion group. 
 

6. The committee will continue to expand its liaison with other TRB committees, 
sections and groups. History is an intrinsic part of almost every group within TRB. 
The Transportation History Committee will explore outreach to other TRB 
committees, sections and groups to identify opportunities to jointly sponsor 
activities that have a historical dimension.  We have reached out to other 
transportation history organizations, particularly the International Association for 
the History of Transportation, Traffic and Mobility (T2M) which now has a member 
of our committee on its journal’s editorial board and which now announces our 
committee blog to its members.   
 

7. Annual meeting sessions on topics of importance to TRB in the domain of 
transportation history will remain a top priority of the committee. 
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Committee History 
 

TRB established a Task Force on Transportation History on February 1, 1996, following the 

75th annual meeting of TRB in that year. At that meeting, historian David McCullough spoke, 

and emphasized the importance of transportation history. The task force became the 

Committee on Transportation History on October 15, 1999. Alan Pisarski chaired the task 

force and then the committee until April 14, 2007, whereupon Bruce Seely and Jonathan 

Gifford became co-chairs until June 13, 2008. Gifford then became chair, and was joined by 

Martin Wachs as co-chair in September 2012. Gifford stepped down on April 14, 2013, 

whereupon Wachs became chair.  Asha Weinstein Agrawal will succeed him as committee 

chair on April 15, 2015. 

Committee membership during the 2009-2014 period is shown in the following table.  TRB 

staff has informed us that during early 2015 we are due for our next triennial membership 

rotation with the expectation that seven current members of the committee complete their 

service.  There is a list of current “friends of the committee” who would in presumably be 

interested in becoming members.   

 

Membership 

Actual/Permitted 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Total  13/25 18/25 17/25 17/25 27/25 27/25 

Young 0/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/4 1/4 

Emeritus 5/na 5/na 5/na 5/na 2/4 2/4 

International 2/5 1/5 1/5 2/5 3/5 3/5 

 

In the 2010-2013 period, the Transportation History Committee sponsored its full 

allocation of sessions at the annual meeting, sometimes using sessions to commemorate 

historical events and to feature invited speakers since transportation history is an area in 

which the flow of submitted papers remains modest.  The following table demonstrates, 

however, that the flow of papers is increasing slightly over time.   
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 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Papers reviewed 1 2 1 3 3 4 4 

Papers recommended 

for publication 

0 0 1 1 N/A 1 N/A 

Paper/conference 

session 

2 (1 

poster) 

1 1 2 2 2 (1 

poster) 

2 (1 

poster) 

Published meeting at 

annual meeting 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Co-sponsored 

session/meeting 

0 1 1 0 0 4  

 

Details of committee-sponsored sessions and papers are listed on the committee Google 

Groups page. 

In addition to sessions at the Annual Meeting and paper review and publication, additional 

committee activities have included: 

1. The committee organized and sponsored transportation “history hikes” at the 2010 
mid-year meeting in Minneapolis. 
 

2. The committee continued to work with AASHTO and George Mason University 
Libraries Special Collections and Archives to facilitate the transfer cassette tapes 
and transcripts from interviews from the 1988 AASHTO-sponsored Interstate 
history project from the former to the latter.  This task has finally been successfully 
completed. 
 

3. The committee sponsored a day-long workshop in June of 2014 with the Joint 
Program Office of USDOT on lessons from history for the likely future of 
technological change including autonomous vehicles and connected vehicles and 
highways.   Members of the committee continue discussions with the JPO regarding 
their possible sponsorship of a research project to further develop this theme. 


