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Final Minutes 

for 

TRB History Committee (ABG50) 

Business Meeting 
 

January 9, 2018, 1:30 - 5:30 pm (Eastern) 
Marriott Marquis, Liberty J (M4) 

 
Attending: Asha W. Agrawal (chair), Pierre Barrieau, Torsha Bhattacharya, Susan Binder, Jeff Brown, Amanda Ciampolillo, 

Bob Cullen, Thomas Deen, Steve Eagan, Bradley Flamm, John W. Fischer, Emil Frankel, Raphael Fuhrer, John W. Fuller, 

Jonathan Gifford, Kathleen Hancock (?), Neil Hawks, Lydia Kachadoorian, Robert Kirk, Christopher Marston, Jean-Pierre 

Medevielle, Ann L. Miller, Eric Morris, Mark Muriello, Amanda Murphy, Bob Newbery, Sarah Jo Peterson, Jonathan 

Peters, Alan Pisarski, Henry Posner, Daniel Rust, Rolf Schmitt, Chris Shakea (?), Bob Skinner, Rebecca Schwartzman, Ruth 

Steiner, Brian Tobin, Ryan Westrom, Roger White, Mark Wilkes, Jon Williams, and Shirley Ybarra 

 

1. Introductions 

2. TRB-required announcements (Asha W. Agrawal) 

 Emergency procedures – see flyers (dial 202-824-9667, or from a hotel phone -59667) 

 TRB Harassment-Free Environment Policy 

“Harassment-Free Environment: The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine and the 

Transportation Research Board are committed to the values of diversity, honesty, civility, and respect for 

each person as an individual in all of our activities and undertakings. We look to you, as a participant in the 

TRB Annual Meeting, to be our partner in this effort. You can help us maintain an environment that’s free of 

harassment and intimidation by not committing harassing acts, not tolerating or ignoring those of others, 

and by avoiding knowingly placing others in situations where they may be harassed. If you feel you have 

been harassed or are aware of a situation involving the harassment of someone else, please do not hesitate 

to call 202-286-0661, a special Harassment Report number, during the dates of January 6–15.” 

3. Summary of committee activity in the past year 

a. Statistics on Annual Meeting papers reviewed, sessions (co)sponsored, and TRR publications 

 ‘09 ‘10 ‘11 ‘12 ‘13 ‘14 ‘15 ‘16 ‘17 ‘18 

Papers reviewed 1 2 1 3 3 4 4 8 4 14 

Conference sessions - AGB50 only  
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Co-sponsored sessions 0 1 1 0 0 4 0 1 2 3 

Submitted papers to be 

published 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 0 (0-3?) 

 

A banner year for paper submissions.  



 

 

Three papers under consideration for TRR publication.  

 

b. Lightning reports on 2018 Annual Meeting events 

 Lectern session:  

“From Boom to Boom and Beyond: The History of Bicycle Transportation and Planning in the United 

States, 1890s to the Present” (Brad Flamm) 

 

 Lectern session:  

“Transportation Regulation Versus Deregulation: Is This Discussion Ever Really Over?” (John Fischer) 

 Lectern session:  

“50th Anniversary of Federally Mandated Automobile Safety: What Are the Implications for Future 

Innovations in Automobile Design?” (Ruth Steiner & Roger White) 

 Tribute to Herbert Levinson (Bob Skinner) 

 History scavenger hunt in the Exhibit Hall (Bob Newbery) 

Renamed “treasure hunt,” in cooperation with ____________ comm of TRB in prep for 2019 exhibit 

hall. Each exhibitor next year will be invited to provide an historical question re their company, 

product, field… Page in the program. Successful completion leads to a reward or prize. ABG 50 will 

be referenced on that page. BN asks us all to think about mock questions for next year. Blend of 

commercial and academic that the exhibit hall represents. 

 Annual Meeting social media activity (Pierre Barrieau) 

PB sent out a daily post every day of the Annual Meeting, sharing info on the next day’s events.  

c. Moving History blog - transporthistory.wordpress.com (Pierre Barrieau & John Elias) 

 Activity for 2017: 

o 3,270 views, 1,558 visits, 50 posts 

o Followers: 118 via Facebook, 48 via emails sent by WordPress, 38 as WordPress members, and 6 

via Twitter 

 Discussion: What do you like about the blog? What could be revised to be better? What can we all 

do to increase readership and postings? 

Blog growing. A few fewer posts this year, compared to last year. We had 112 posts programmed / 

drafted. PB used some funding to hire students to identify material to post. PB discusses themes of 

posts: museum of the month, video of the month, jobs, etc. 

PB asks for ideas for posts from members of ABG50. Asks professors to publicize Moving History to 

students in classes. Brad Flamm suggests occasional reminders from AWA or PB re need for post 

ideas.  

d. NCHRP problem statement submitted: “Metropolitan Planning Organizations:  Transportation 

Partnerships for the 21st Century” (Peter Martin) 

This problem statement, written by members of ABG50 and other committees, addresses how we can 

learn from MPO history to help them prepare for the 21st century. NCHRP Problem Statements have to 

be submitted by a state DOT or other such organization; Caltrans submitted this one. The proposal has 

https://transporthistory.wordpress.com/


 

 

proceeded to a “short list,” but unclear what that means at this point.  If the problem statement is 

accepted for funding, there will be a call for panelists to guide the project. 

e. Honoring long-time TRB attendees (Asha W. Agrawal, for Marty Wachs) 

The committee has discussed options for how TRB could acknowledge people who’ve attended many 

(e.g., 50) years of annual meetings. Nothing is done about this.  

This year, the Annual Meeting registration form asked people how many meetings they had attended, 

but the responses were so clearly inaccurate that TRB staff didn’t do anything with the data.  

AWA suggested that committee members continue trying to identify people having long anniversaries of 

attendance, but no one in meeting volunteered to continue working on this.  

Idea will be shelved until a committee member or friend volunteers to take the lead on the initiative. 

f. Oral History Subcommittee activities (Jon Williams) 

JW describes the committee’s long interest in oral histories (re: transportation) and getting funding for 

work in this area. An ABG50 NCHRP Synthesis proposal has been turned down twice in past, but got 

quite far along in the process.  

When JW retired, he suggested he work as unpaid consultant on the project. Has assembled about 10 

people (ABG50 members / friends – Tom Deen, Ruth S, Bob S, Jonathan G, John F, etc.) to work on the 

project. They have held several meetings. Currently working to locate existing oral history collections 

and bring them together under one roof (National Transportation Library).  

He invited any ABG50 member or friend to attend Oral History Subcommittee meeting immediately 

after this one.  

g. Supporting the Eisenhower Memorial Commission (Alan Pisarski) 

AP met w/ members of the Eisenhower Commission, which was created to produce a memorial on mall. 

The site has been selected already. Project is a $100 million effort. Will have a web memorial, too, and 

that will include transportation.  

AP has talked to Commission about helping with the transpo element of the online memorial. He 

attended an event at the Cosmos club about the memorial that included the architect, Eisenhower 

granddaughter, and others. 

4. Reports from TRB’s Claire Randall and Section Chair Jason Bittner 

CR is taking over from James Bryant in supporting this committee.  

New for 2018: A) NAS is no longer self-publishing TRR; Sage Publishing being contracted to do so. Process to 

remain same on our end. B) Careers in Motion career fair was on Sunday. There’s a Careers in Motion website 

too. C) Exec Comm initiatives re diversity and inclusion task force developing recommendations to increase 

among staff, committees, panels, and contracting. We will be asked to help implement these initiatives. D) 

Centennial celebration planning for 2020: A Task Force has been meeting over past year; will want standing 

committees’ help. E) Committees can sponsor a theme issue for TR News… asks for our help in identifying such 

themes.  

Jason Bittner (Research and Education Section Chair). There are 4 other committees in section besides ABG50). 

Encourages us to apply to be a Blue Ribbon Committee in future years (research, renewal, innovation, and 

leadership categories). Wooten award for outstanding paper in the group. If we have a paper being 

recommended for publication, we can nominate it for this award.  



 

 

5. Research presentation:  

“Reconstruction of Western Europe’s Pre-Motorway Road Network Back to 1500: Data Sources, 

Historical Information Processing, and First Application” (18-05184) 

Raphael Fuhrer & Kay Axhausen 

 (10-minute break) 

6. Celebrating TRB’s 100th  

a. Centennial Task Force activities (Alan Pisarski) 

Dynamic, ambitious process. Will produce great material. Have commission a book on TRB history.  

Bob Skinner explains the task force organized about a year ago. A number of subcommittees (e.g., book, 

products, communications, finance, etc.). Plans to make a plan by this spring to present to Exec Comm. 

Some products not definite, but the book is.  

b. Forthcoming book on TRB’s history: overview of the project concept and short discussion with author 

Sarah-Jo Peterson 

SJP explains she’s been appreciative of TRB since 1992, then got PhD in American History (planning from 

WWII). Hardcover book planned – aim for 60,000 word book with about 100 images. Book will be both 

beautiful and substantive. This institutional history will be a resource for leaders of TRB to understand 

context and history of organization. History of “how” (how born, matured, functioned, expanded…). Lots 

about “why” too. There is a Book Task Force doing peer review of the book on behalf of the National 

Academies. Supposed to be available at 2020 annual meeting. National Academies Press will be 

publisher.  

Images of transportation research will be needed. 

7. T2M 2018 Conference in Montréal - potential ABG050 linkages and participation (Pierre Barrieau) 

PB suggests our committee use T2M conference in Montreal (10/31/18 to 11/3/18) as an opportunity to have a 

mid-year meeting. PB is chair of the T2M host committee. PB proposes a one-day, joint conference proposal for 

ABG50. This might be a morning committee meeting that could be joinable by video-conference for those who 

cannot make it in person; ABG50 could issue call for papers to host a session or two at the conference. We could 

use opportunity to test the idea of holding a mid-year conference, as many other committees do. 

Brad Flamm and Ruth Steiner agree to work with PB to flesh this idea out.  

8. Plans for a summer meeting: Phone meeting in June and/or October meeting at T2M conference? 

AWA proposes we have a phone meeting in the summer, regardless of what happens with the T2M conference. 

General agreement this is worthwhile. Some suggest even two or three phone meetings b/w annual meetings. 

9. Plans for the 2019 Annual Meeting 

a. MPOs of the future (Peter Martin) 

Look at history of MPOs to suggest scenarios for the future. Draws on NCHRP problem statement 

developed. 

b. 50th anniversary of the passage of the federal National Environmental Policy (NEPA) (Ruth Steiner) 

RS: May see an effort to repeal NEPA in the current political environment.  



 

 

Susan [Binder?] suggests a session celebrating NEPA and other fed initiatives; looking ahead to what 

future impacts could be.  

Amanda Murphy of FRA says she’ll help with NEPA session. 

c. 150th anniversary of the completion of the American Transcontinental Railroad link (Steve Colman) 

Celebrations planned for Utah. Things leading up to centennial we could highlight? 

d. Something related to the TRB Centennial? 

e. Shall we try again for a history display in the exhibit hall? (Roger White) 

RW explains we’ve tried to borrow an existing display to place in exhibit hall in previous years. He 

worked with the Route 66 Alliance in 2016 and Arizona DOT in 2017. Now, we need a hybrid approach. 

We can’t set up our own booth; looking for organizations already paying for booths, then working with 

them to get a history exhibit into their booth. (Tried this with NTSA this year, but didn’t work out). The 

Route 66 Alliance plans to attend again in 2019.  

AWA explains each state DOT gets a booth for their support of TRB, perhaps one of them would host. 

[name? – from FHWA?] will share a list of founding years of state DOTs.  

Russell Houston notes that there will be opportunities in 2020 for centennial displays.  

Ruth Steiner suggests that organizations connected to railroads might host a 150th anniversary of 

transcontinental railroad exhibit.  

[?] a proposes something about “firsts” in state DOT heads (first women, first African-American, first 

Hispanics). AWA suggests possible collaboration with Committee on Women’s Issues in Transportation 

(ABE70). 

f. John Fuller: 40th anniversary of the National Transportation Policy Commission. 

g. Pierre Barrieau: Innovative research methods in transportation history. (?? volunteered to help with 

this) 

h. For the 2020 annual meeting, might want a session to focus on historical introduction of gender-specific 

data in transportation. TRB will be hosting a conference on Women’s Issues in Transportation in 

September 2019 (Irvine). 

10. Research presentation:  

“Parking Is for People: A History of Public Parking in Washington, D.C. (and Implications for Transportation 

Design Today)” (18-06120) 

Ryan Westrom, Chris Shaheen, and Rebecca Schwartzman 

11. Committee membership rotation (Bob Skinner) 

a. THANK YOU to members stepping down 

b. Process for selecting new members 

Bob Skinner announces time of rotation (terms expire in April). Some eligible for reappointment, some 

not. Ten members are either termed out or have volunteered to step down.  Also, we already had some 

slots currently vacant for young members, non-us members, state dot members. So, we have room for 

twelve new members in April (possibly more) 

Nominating subcommittee will propose a roster sometime between now and April. 



 

 

Daniel Rusk and Julien Hildebrand have helped too with this subcommittee. 

AWA distributes certificates and AASHTO calendars to those of the ten who are in attendance.  

12. Triennial Strategic Plan (Asha W. Agrawal for David Ballard) 

The committee must develop a strategic plan every three years. DB has developed a draft plan, with help from 

Jean-Pierre Medevielle, Pierre Barrieau, and Asha. 

The committee discussed content to go in the plan: 

 Asha W. Agrawal: Major focus should be helping with the TRB 100 at 100 celebration. 

 Alan Pisarski emphasizes how transportation history committee has always tried to remind the larger 

TRB community of the importance of history. Asks, how well have we done? Probably pretty well, with 

presentations, but not sure what the overall scorecard is. Focus more on broader policy issues and how 

the history of them affects the present. Policy hooks will help make relevant to our own members and 

friends and others in TRB. 

 Emil Frankel: There’s a risk that we are insular as a committee. Role of transportation in shaping our 

urban, physical, natural environments. We should constantly bear in mind relevance of history lessons 

to current policy and practice.  

 Ruth Steiner: outreach and partnerships with other committees.  

 Bob Skinner: Provide guidance on how often other committees should be taking retrospective views of 

their topics. For example, a travel demand modeler ought to understand the history of modeling to keep 

feet in reality today. Every committee should have some mix of reflection on past in their sessions. How 

to do this? A policy or guideline for other committees? Could try to get the Technical Activities Council 

to buy into this idea. David McCullough raised issue in the 75th anniversary celebration of TRB. Usually 

these sessions are very accessible and interesting. 

 How can we as a committee share historical context within the organization? Make our poster sessions 

fun, appealing, popular. Make historical curiosity mainstream. Challenge committees to reflect on their 

history… Can’t impose it on them…  

 Susan Binder: how about the carrot approach? As sessions proposed, how can we know about it so we 

can give ribbons to committees that include a historical approach.  

 Alan Pisarski: When the committee first formed, about 1/3 of members were professional historians. 

Not so today; maybe reflects the demise of transportation historians as a profession (USDOT doesn’t 

have anymore; fewer at the Smithsonian, other museums…).  

 ?? suggested developing a course in transportation history.  

 Sarah Jo Peterson praises the bike history and safety sessions – got feedback from historians at those 

sessions about how the paper process at TRB.  

 Asha W. Agrawal suggests adding goal to broaden and reinforce our connection with professional 

historians. Deepening our connection to T2M might be one way to do that. PB says even T2M sees 

transportation history as losing ground to mobility studies in the organization; may remove traffic from 

their name. T2M members are discussing how to reinvigorate the discipline of transportation history. 

Concern about dying off of transportation history field.  

 To what extent does our committee has responsibility to document transportation history (e.g., our oral 

history project). 

 Jean-Pierre Medevielle: Have historians help assess our successes and accomplishments.  

 Asha summarizes: get wider transportation community interested in history.  Use popular means 

(Moving History, treasure hunt); promote serious intellectual look at history of transportation, in part to 

improve current work; building new and stronger connections with professional historians.  



 

 

AWA thanks everyone for contributions to success of committee.  

13. Miscellaneous 

 Zach Barlow explained that our website got deleted by accident / Committee website will be combined 

with Moving History blog.  

 Arianne Dupont-Kieffer shared copies of the “Women that Moved History” booklet. 

 Tom Deen asked for ideas related to a collection of coins and medals with illustrations of bridges, on 

behalf of Damian Kulash. DK collects coins and medals with images of bridges. (Bridges as examples of 

government investments.) Has a collection of 6,000 items. What to do with the collection? DK 

considered selling it as part of his financial planning but would like it to be preserved to illustrates 

engineering’s role in society. He can’t afford to donate the full collection (valued about $400K). Wants to 

explore a middle ground – sale / donation / display. Considers half the cost would be sufficient. 

Academy of Engineering, TRB bridge committee, TRB history committee, private bridge engineering 

firms… have all been contacted. AWA offers to share information about this collection. [Discussion re 

where the coins might go, whether they need to be maintained as complete collection, how to raise 

money, guarantees of display and access to public, etc.]   

5:00 pm: Regular meeting adjourns; Oral History Subcommittee members hold a 30-minute meeting (Jon Williams) 

 

 

Current Committee Officers and Subcommittee Members 

 

Officers in TRB-mandated positions 

 Chair: Asha W. Agrawal 

 Committee Communications Coordinator: Zach Barlow 

 Research Coordinator: Pierre Barrieau 

 Secretary: Vacant 

Others leading a key initiative: 

 Moving History editors: Pierre Barrieau and Zach Barlow 

 ABG committee website manager: Zach Barlow 

Subcommittees 

 Annual Meeting Paper Review: Asha W. Agrawal (chair), Jeff Brown, Brad Flamm, and  

Ralph Buehler (guest) 

 Membership: Bob Skinner (chair), Julia Hildebrand, Daniel Rust, and Asha W. Agrawal 

 Triennial Strategic Plan: David Ballard (chair), Pierre Barrieau, and Jean-Pierre Medeville 

 NCHRP MPO Problem Statement: Marty Wachs, Emil Frankel, Gian-Claudia Sciara, Peter Martin, 

Gloria Jeff, David Heynes, Knowles Tivendale, and Asha W. Agrawal 

 Annual Meeting Social Media: Pierre Barrieau, Ruth Steiner, Julia Hildebrand, Jean-Pierre Medeville, 

and Daniel Rust 



 

 

 Eisenhower Memorial Commission Support: Alan Pisarski, Emil Frankel, and Jim Mitchell 

 


