
TRB History Committee (ABG50) 

Business Meeting Minutes - Final 
 

January 10, 2017, 1:30 - 5:30 pm (Eastern) 
Marriott Marquis, Liberty J (M4) 

 

(Asha W. Agrawal, Chair, presiding) 

 

(Minutes prepared by Craig Copelan and Asha W. Agrawal) 

 

Attendees: Robert Newbery, John Elias, Martin Wachs, Alan Pisarski, Rolf Schmitt, Alan Bender, Zach Barlow, Ann Miller, 

Christopher H Marston, Dan Marriott, Carolyn A Nelson, Steve Colman, Sarah Jo Peterson, John Fischer, Emil Frankel, 

Craig Copelan, Vic Kamhi, John W. Fuller, Jonathan Gifford, David Ballard, Thomas Deen, Russell Houston, Robert Kirk, 

Brian Tobin, Jean Pierre Medevielle, Bradley Flamm, Eric Morris, Jeremy Schroeder, Bob Skinner, Ruth Steiner, Sara 

Cedar Miller, Roger White, Daniel Rust, Rob Case, Arthur A Totten, Jonathan Peters, Carl Peters, David H. Mangold, Jeff 

Davis, David Weinreich, David Orr, Jason Bittner, Jonathan Stiles, Sarah Jo Peterson, Asha W. Agrawal. 

 

1. Introductions 

Introductions were led by the chair Asha W Agrawal who started the meeting promptly at 1:30 PM.  
 
The Section Chair, Jason Bittner, provided a brief outline of the technical committees within our section, 
which includes the Transportation History committee. 

Marty Wachs asks about support for History research topics. Mentions that we’ve tried to get Synthesis 
statements funded unsuccessfully. Jason explained that there were 147 synthesis submissions last year and 
only about 10% funded (very competitive). One member argues it may be easier to “go big” than to go small. 
We should perhaps try putting together a proposal for a full NCHRP study, rather than going after Synthesis 
money. 

Marty pointed out that, as a committee, we have not managed to help the rest of TRB think about history, 
the significance of history. How can we excite TRB about the importance of history? There was a discussion 
of what we might do… One idea is to get a very prominent person to serve on a panel or as a speaker, 
someone whose name would draw an audience. Tom Deen suggested creating a series of short writings on 
the early history of various topics (canals, turnpikes, ports, etc.) that help current professionals see how 
understanding the history will lead to a) better decision-making today, and b) more effective advocacy for 
policy and project proposals. Another idea was to have a recurring very short piece in TR News about some 
history topic that illuminates current policy/planning work. Another idea was to see if TRB might select a  
Distinguished Lecturer who would talk at least in part about history in her/his talk. 

2. Call for items to add to today’s agenda (as time permits) No additional items were added 
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3. Announcements 

a. Statistics on Annual Meeting papers & sessions, and TRR publications 

 ‘09 ‘10 ‘11 ‘12 ‘13 ‘14 ‘15 ‘16 ‘17 

Papers reviewed 1 2 1 3 3 4 4 8 4 

Conference sessions - AGB50 only 

   Lectern 

   Poster 

1  

1  

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

Co-sponsored sessions 0 1 1 0 0 4 0 1 2 

Submitted papers to be published 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 0 

 

Asha pointed out that 4 paper submissions this year is about our average number. She thanked paper 

review sub-committee members. 

 

a. ABG50 papers published in Transportation Research Record (TRR) last year: 

“Getting Kids off the Street: Chicago Motor Club’s Play Yard Contest for Cook County, Illinois, and the 

Use of the Street” – by Stephanie Dock 

“Negotiating a Financial Package for Freeways: How California’s Collier–Burns Highway Act Helped Pave 

the Way for the Era of the American Interstate Highway” – By Eric A. Morris, Jeffrey R. Brown, and 

Brian D. Taylor 

Winner of the Charley V. Wootan Award!  

(for the best paper in the area of transportation policy and organization) 

b. Summary of 2017 Annual Meeting events 

EXHIBITS (Roger White) 

“Arizona Journeys: How Transportation Shaped the Grand Canyon State” – Prepared by AZ DOT’s Dianne 

Kresich, with support from Roger White 

“Route 66 Alliance” – Last year our committee helped this nonprofit present an exhibit at TRB, and the 

group has returned this year. 

 

Roger noted that both exhibits were located next to each other. Also, he explained that there were 

administrative hassles this year for the Arizona DOT exhibitors. Next year, we need to work with TRB 

staff to make sure the process goes more smoothly. 

SESSIONS 

Lectern session: “DOT @ 50: Are We There Yet?” (Alan Pisarski) 

Poster session: “Linking Transportation History and Current Practice” (Bradley Flamm) 

Lectern session: “Lessons from the History of Statistics in U.S. Department of Transportation for a Future 

of Soundbites, Infographics, and Performance Measurement” (Rolf Schmidt) 

Lectern session: “How Airports Serve: Case Studies of Codevelopment of Cities and Their Airports (David 

Ballard) 
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2. Moving History blog - transporthistory.wordpress.com (John Elias) 

 Update on numbers of postings and readers 

o This year, about 90 posts 

o Current followers: 76 through WordPress, 79 on Facebook, and 5 on Twitter 

John explained that we had more traffic this year only because of large readership on one item 

posted in April, about Philadelphia’s street grid. 

 

 Discussion: What do you like about the blog? What could be revised to be better? What can we all do to 

increase readership and postings? 

The consensus was that the blog is very popular and provides a good public face for the activities of the 

Transportation History Committee. Some people were having technical difficulties with the site, however. 

 

Asha asked that all committee member provide support for the blog with a post throughout the coming 

year. She also asked for some volunteers who would commit to sending 10 posts in the next year. Craig 

Copelan, Brad Flamm, and Ruth Steiner volunteered to do this. 

3. The new committee website - historycommittee.wordpress.com (Asha Agrawal) 

 Thanks to Zach Barlow (who produced and is managing the Wordpress site), to David Ballard, Pierre 

Barrieau, and Craig Copelan (who all created content), and to David Elias, Julia Hildebrand, and Brian Tobin 

(who provided advice and guidance) 

https://transporthistory.wordpress.com/
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 Discussion: What can be added, changed, or otherwise improved? 

Agreement that the new site is a big improvement. Zach encouraged people to email him or Asha with ideas 

for materials to add. 

4. Should we discontinue these email groups?  

 trbabg50@gmail.com 

 trb-history-committee@googlegroups.com (see https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/trb-history-

committee) 

After a spirited discussion, the majority voted to discontinue these two groups. (Though some members 

would have preferred to keep one group going.) 

5. TRB Staff Report from James Bryant 

James Bryant is our committees’ TRB staff representative. He fulfills this responsibility not only for our 

committee, but for each of the committees within the Research and Education section that our committee falls 

into. Starting in 2017, the new TRB Staff Member for our Research and Education section will be Claire Randall.  

The annual meeting has about 13,700 attendees this year.  

Annual meeting dates next year: Jan 7 to 11, 2018.  

The quality of papers is an ongoing issue for TRB. Poor writing quality is an issue for both native and non-native 

English speakers. Also, papers are coming in over the 7500 word limit. Staff are considering ways to ID problem 

papers early, so that they don’t go for multiple peer reviews. 

Re: this year’s hassles with the Arizona DOT exhibit…Next year, use the term “displays” instead of “exhibits,” to 

smooth the process.   

6. Research presentations 

 Jonathan Stiles, Rutgers - The State University of New Jersey: “Trends in Mobile Work in the United States, 

1850 to 1990” (paper available in the Annual Meeting Compendium of Papers) 

 Sara Cedar Miller, Central Park Conservancy: “Not Just a Walk in the Park: The History of Roads and 

Transportation in New York City's Central Park” 

7. What do we want to do as a committee for summer 2017? Phone meeting, or something more ambitious? 

Will do a phone meeting in summer. 

8. Annual Meeting plans for 2018 

a. History exhibit ideas (*if* these can continue – this is unclear) 

Contributions of 25 Women Important to Transportation History (Ariane Dupont-Kieffer); Exhibit 

would be put together by the Committee on Women’s Issues in Transportation (ABE70) 

Lighthouses: A French exhibit that may be available in 2018 (Ariane Dupont-Kieffer) 

Other ideas? No other ideas presented.  

Roger White recommended we find pre-existing exhibits, rather than trying to come up with our 

own. 

Asha will check with Ariane about the two ideas she has proposed. 

b. Session proposals? (Key anniversaries? Sessions with good co-sponsorship opportunity?) 

mailto:trbabg50@gmail.com
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/trb-history-committee
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/trb-history-committee
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Brad Flamm will take the lead on planning a session on bicycling history, working with the Committee on 
Bicycle Transportation (ANF20). 

John Fischer will work on putting together a session on deregulation in the transportation industry, to 

correspond to the special issue of TR News that is putting together. 

9. Annual Meeting plans for 2019 and later 

a. Plans to celebrate TRB’s 100th (Russell Houston, 5 pm.) 

Information from Ann Brach: 

The date that is used as the founding is November 11, 1920. (However, the idea was authorized the 

previous year by the Division of Engineering of the NRC). 

The first "Annual" Meeting took place in January 1922 in New York. The next "Annual" Meeting took place 

the same year in December 

Here are the names TRB has had and when the names changed: 

 1919: Highway Research Committee (authorization of the idea by the Division of Engineering 

of the NRC) 

 1920: National Advisory Board on Highway Research (name of actual entity that is the 

forerunner of HRB/TRB) 

 1924/1925: Highway Research Board (decision made in December 1924, effective January 

1925) 

 1975: Transportation Research Board 

Russell Houston explained that the TRB Technical Activities Council is discussion how to 

celebrate TRB’s 100th anniversary. Have not yet decided exactly what year will be “the” year of 

celebration; may start on 99th anniversary, culminate on the 100th actual anniversary.  Russell 

talked to AASHTO about how that organization planned its centennial celebration and is 

following many of their processes. TRB will set up a committee to lead this effort, and one or 

two History Committee members will be on it, as well as reps from the Technical Activities 

Council, Executive Committee, members of oversight of Coop Research Programs. Planning tasks 

include: identify goals, themes, recommended budget, funding strategies, logo, list of products 

to develop, marketing and communications plan, promotions, timeline, list of events. Russell’s 

current thought is that 2017 will be for planning, 2018 for producing the products, and then 

2019 and 2020 to implement and celebrate. 

TRB may produce a book or report for the centennial. It might have a history of TRB and a also a 

bottom-up project, where the current committees look forward to the next 100 years.  

Russell will share with History a list of resources staff are collecting as an archive, to make 

available to anyone who will take responsibility for documenting 100th history of TRB.  Can 

History members/friends suggest other items to collect? 

There was discussion of creating a TRB committee “family tree,” and reflecting on how this tree 

mirrors changes in transportation practice over time. Maybe TRB could work with a History 

Committee member on this, and/or sponsor a grad student to the family tree. 

Finally, there was discussion of a past lecture given at David McCullough, that was very popular. 

Russell will share the audio file with committee members/friends, but the file must not be 

posted or shared more widely. 
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b. What else? 

Could work on a session related to the Transportation Act of 1920. This act put the rail system 

back into private sector after the Great War and set up a system of planning – that never 

worked out – for rail. 

10. TR News articles 

 Focus issue in 2018 marking the 40th Anniversary of Transportation Deregulation (John Fischer) 

In 2018, TR News will publish an issue on the 40th anniversary of deregulation. History Committee member 

John Fischer was asked to coordinate the issue. Aviation deregulation articles are already in the work. Still 

need someone to write about deregulation of rail and trucking. Any volunteers should contact John 

(jwlfischer@gmail.com). Other ideas? 

11. Additional ideas for coordination with other TRB committees? Perhaps work with other committees to do 

annual meeting sessions on the “history of [their topic].” 

12. Currently-active officers, sub-committees, etc.  Any changes needed? 

a. Officers 

 Chair: Asha W. Agrawal 

 Committee Communications Coordinator: Pierre Barrieau 

 Research Coordinator: Marty Wachs 

 Secretary: Craig Copelan 

b. Moving History editors: John Elias and Pierre Barrieau 

c. Subcommittees 

 Annual meeting paper review: Asha W. Agrawal (chair), Jeff Brown, Brad Flamm, Alan Pisarski 

 Exhibits: Roger White (chair), Asha W. Agrawal, Steve Polunsky, Ruth Steiner 

 Website: Asha W. Agrawal, David Ballard, Zach Barlow, Craig Copelan, Julia Hildebrand, Brian 

Tobin 

13. Committee membership 

a. Current membership numbers: 31 total (22 “regular,” 3 emeritus, 4 international, and 2 young) 

b. Do any current members wish to step down? Anyone who wants to, please contact Asha. 

(Note: next year, we will need to rotate 1/3 of members off the committee, per TRB rules) 

c. Suggestions for new members? We can add members in any category except “emeritus.”1  

(Keep in mind that TRB aims for a diverse2 membership)  

No changes were proposed by those in attendance. 

14. Additional agenda items added today (as needed). No added items were discussed. 

                                                
1 TRB allows 25 “regular members,” plus up to 2 state DOT members, 5 international members, 4 young members, and 3 emeritus 
members. 
2 Diversity is defined by many criteria – age, gender, race/ethnicity, research vs. professional job focus, government vs. private 
sector employer, federal/state/regional/local job focus, transportation mode, etc. 
 


