
TRB History Committee 

Meeting Agenda 

 

June 29, 2017, 2:00 - 3:30 pm (Eastern) 
 

Call-in information:  
 

Phone number: 855-244-8681 (toll-free from US/Canada) 
Meeting number (access code): 920 344 540 

Global call-in numbers: 
https://sjsu.webex.com/sjsu/globalcallin.php?serviceType=MC&ED=527594672&tollFree=1 

 

Discussion topics 
 

1) Highlights of updates to annual meeting processes (Asha Agrawal) 

Changes to how materials are shared 

a) TRB will no longer produce the Compendium of Papers 

b) Authors can no longer opt out of including material on AM on-line (extended abstract option available) 

Changes to the review process 

c) The instructions for Authors, Reviewers, Review Coordinators, and Event Planners has been revised, 
so be sure to read it this year! (Changes were made to eliminate duplication, clarify policy, include 
volunteer suggestions, etc.) 

d) The review criterion related to the quality of writing has been reworded to emphasize that a paper must 
be written well enough to be readily understood and that poor English grammar is sufficient grounds for 
rejection of the paper. 

2) 2018 annual meeting activities 

 CFP (and session) on bicycle history (Brad Flamm) 

 Session on deregulation (John Fischer) 

 Session on the 50th anniversary of federally mandated safety cars (Ruth Steiner/Roger White) 

o Tentative sponsorship agreement from ANB45 

 A memorial session to remember Herbert S. Levinson (Bob Skinner) 

 “Displays” (formerly “exhibits”) (Roger White) 

 Do we want to have a museum visit? 

3) Other ongoing activities 

a) Membership rotation: Subcommittee will need to have decisions made by December 

b) NCHRP problem statement looking at the history and future of MPOs (Marty Wachs/Asha Weinstein) 

c) Update on recognizing people who have attended 50 years of TRB annual meetings (Marty Wachs) 

https://sjsu.webex.com/sjsu/globalcallin.php?serviceType=MC&ED=527594672&tollFree=1
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d) Update on plans for the TRB Centennial Celebration (Alan Pisarski/Asha W. Agrawal)

e) “US DOT at 50” collection of reflection papers (Alan Pisarski)

i) See: historycommittee.wordpress.com/reflective-essays-on-the-usdot-at-50-the-early-years/

4) New activities:

a) Eisenhower Memorial: Call for subcommittee volunteers (Alan Pisarski)

b) Triennial Plan Subcommittee: Call for volunteers

5) Update on Moving History (John Elias)

6) Other business?



ABG50 / ANF20 Call for TRB Annual Meeting 2018 Papers 

[30 March 2017] 

 

Call for Paper Title 
 The History of Bicycle Transportation and Planning 

 

Call Description 

Important aspects of the bicycle’s role in the development of modern 

transportation systems have been documented by historians, planners, and engineers. It’s 

well understood, for example, how early bicycle technologies, such as ball bearings, 

chain drives, and differential gears, contributed to the development of automobiles. 

Similarly, the role of bicyclists in advocating for paved roads in the late nineteenth and 

early twentieth centuries —through organizations like the League of American 

Wheelmen and the National League for Good Roads—has been well studied.  

Many other aspects of the bicycle’s role in transportation planning remain 

incompletely understood, however. Since the 1990s a renewed attention on planning and 

designing communities to facilitate bicycling has been effective at increasing the use of 

active modes of transportation. But the resurgence of bicycle advocacy and action raises 

questions about the impact of the bicycle on transportation systems between the 

technology’s infancy in the 1800s and early 1900s and this recent period of activism.  

Deepening our understanding of the history of bicycle planning (and of bicycle 

activists’ relationships with planners, engineers, public health specialists, and other 

professionals) can provide important lessons for today’s transportation planning and 

engineering communities. With the increasing visibility and impact of Complete Streets, 

Vision Zero, and other safety and multi-modal initiatives, the time is right to study the 

history of the bicycle’s role in transportation planning in greater depth.  

With this call for papers, the members of TRB’s Transportation History (ABG50) 

and Bicycle Planning (ANF20) committees encourage researchers to explore the 

bicycle’s place in transportation planning and engineering histories. We invite 

researchers to submit papers addressing any aspect of the transportation history of the 

bicycle, including (but not limited to) topics such as these: 

 

• twentieth century changes in infrastructure specifications and standards to 

accommodate bicycles on roads and streets 

• case studies of the transformation of urban environments to accommodate 

bicycles  

• bicycle transportation’s role in the creation of new avenues of mobility and 

autonomy for women 

• initiatives to promote public health through bicycling  

• connections between bicycling and the environmental movement 

• conflicts between motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians in urban environments  

• the impact of the 1990s Critical Mass movement on bicycle advocacy and its 

effectiveness in shaping urban transportation policy 

• the establishment of bicycle clubs and advocacy groups for people of color 



• comparisons of the North American experience of the bicycle as an urban 

transportation mode with Asian, European, Latin American, African, and 

Australian experiences 

• the impact of the 1968 Vienna Convention on Road Traffic on planning and 

engineering for bicycle transportation 

• the impact of the 1970s bicycle boom and oil embargos on bicycle planning 

and advocacy 

• pre-ISTEA sources of funding and support for bicycle planning efforts 

• the relationship of bicycle racing to recreational and commuter bicycling  

• the history of urban shared bicycle use programs  

These are suggestions only and any topic linking bicycle transportation to 

historical analysis is welcome.  

 

Organizer Name 
Bradley Flamm 

 

Organizer Email 
bradleyflamm@gmail.com  

 

Primary Sponsoring Committee 
ABG50: Transportation History 

 

Secondary Sponsoring Committees 
ANF20: Bicycle Transportation 

 

Primary Subject Area 
 History 

 

Secondary Subject Areas 
 Pedestrians and Bicyclists 

 Society 

 Transportation, General 

 Safety and Human Factors 

 Planning and Forecasting  

 

mailto:bradleyflamm@gmail.com
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From John Fischer: Draft plans for an annual meeting panel session on Transportation Deregulation,  

 

2018 marks the 40th anniversary of passage of the Airline Deregulation Act of 1978.  This was not the first 

congressional action to reduce federal economic regulation of domestic transportation activities. It is, however, 

the primary reference point from which the federal government began a process of pulling back from over 90 

years of federal intervention into the operation of the nation’s transportation industries. During the next several 

years Congress would act to deregulate the Rail Industry, the Trucking Industry, and the Maritime Industry.  It 

would also sunset venerable transportation agencies such as the Interstate Commerce Commission and the 

Civil Aeronautics Board and their remaining mandates would be dispersed to other extant or in some cases 

new entities. 

 

A generation has passed since 1978, and while the term “deregulation” is still familiar to most transportation 

practitioners, there is nonetheless a growing lack of understanding as to  what regulation entailed, what was 

actually deregulated and what regulation remains.  The proposed Panel Discussion will delve into these issues 

by looking at how deregulation came to the policy forefront and what it has meant for the deregulated 

industries. Specifically addressed will be questions such as: have the principal promises of deregulation, e.g. 

more competition, lower fares/tariffs, and better service; held up over time?  How do the effects of deregulation 

continue to influence transportation industries? Is there a need for further deregulation or perhaps, in some 

cases, reregulation?  

 

 

 

Proposed Panel 

 

All of the individuals listed below have agreed to author articles on deregulation in a special edition of TRnews 

scheduled to be published in mid-2018.  I will be approaching each of them about participating on the panel.  If 

for some reason any of them are unavailable I believe I can provide backups without too much difficulty. I am 

also working on getting a couple of sidebar authors involved in the writing project any one of whom could 

possibly be added to the panel as needed. 

 

Panel Moderator, John W. Fischer (CRS retired) 

 

Jeffery N. Shane discussing deregulation in general, aviation and international issues  in more detail (IATA, 

formerly Under Secretary of U.S. DOT for Policy) 

Robert E. Gallamore rail deregulation (retired Union Pacific Railroad, Nortwestern  University, etc.) 

Edward Rastatter trucking deregulation (retired, U.S. DOT) 

Robert Peterson airline deregulation (retired Boeing Aircraft) 
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From Roger White and Ruth Steiner: Draft plans for an annual meeting panel session on the 50th 

anniversary of federally mandated safety cars 

 

ABSTRACT 

January 1968 marked a turning point in auto safety.  For the first time, federal standards regulated 

crashworthiness, occupant protection, and other safety features of all newly manufactured cars.  While federal 

standards didn’t offer complete solutions – much work remained to be done – this pivotal moment brought 

together government activism and intervention, consumer advocacy, engineering, and medicine in ways that 

had not been done previously.  It represented a broadening of federal safety regulatory powers from 

commercial transportation modes to new cars.  It also represented a legal and moral victory over auto 

manufacturers, who approached safety primarily from the standpoint of consumer demand.  Yet the new 

federal standards did not fully ensure or protect the lives and health of motorists with regard to car design and 

construction. 

 

 

PART 1:  BEFORE 1968 

Theme:  What historical trends led to the 1966 federal legislation that empowered a newly created agency to 

issue auto safety standards?  How do historians view the significance of this moment as a turning point in 

reducing highway fatalities and injuries? 

 

Guest speaker: 

 

Dr. Lee Vinsel 

Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken, NJ 

 

Author of a forthcoming book about the history of auto safety 

 

Author of a dissertation, “Federal Regulatory Management of the Automobile in the United States, 1966-1988,” 

Carnegie Mellon University, 2011 

 

 

PART 2:  AFTER 1968 

What has occurred in the 50 years since January 1968?  How effective were the initial federal auto safety 

standards?  What forms of research and standard issuance had to be undertaken after 1968 to make cars 

even safer? 

 

Dr. Jameson Wetmore 

Senior Sustainability Scientist, Julie Ann Wrigley Global Institute of Sustainability 
Associate Professor, School for the Future of Innovation in Society 
Co-Director, Center for Engagement and Training in Science and Society 
School for the Future of Innovation in Society 
Arizona State University 
Tempe, AZ 85287-5603 
 

 

Author of “Delegating to the Automobile: Experimenting with Automotive Restraints in the 1970s,” Technology 

and Culture 56(2):440-463, 2015 
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Author of a dissertation, “Systems of Restraint: Redistributing Responsibilities for Automobile Safety in the 

United States Since the 1960s,” (Ph.D. Diss., Cornell University, 2003) 

 

 

PART 3:  1968 AND NATIONAL MEMORY 

 

How do public historians teach / use / document the 1966-1968 auto safety reforms?  What have they meant in 

technological, economic, social, and cultural terms? What does material history teach us about auto safety 

reforms, and how does this area of study relate to public engagement? 

 

Roger White, Curator of Road Transportation 

National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution 

Curator of “The Road to Safer Cars,” AACA Museum, Hershey, PA, 2018 

 
Max Moeller, Curator, Library and Archives 
Hagley Museum, Wilmington, DE 
Curator of “Driving Desire: Automobile Advertising and the American Dream,” 2015-2017 

 


